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Weekly Dewsletter During the Conid-19 Pandemic 14" Gune 2020
oint Pariohes of St Foseph's and St Wilfud's Sateshead
St Joseph's Presbytery High West Street Gateshead NES 1LX

Telephone 01914771631

Email:- michaelbrown6@btconnect.com or shaunadevitt@tiscali.co.uk
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Finot Reading Deuleronomy 8:2-8 14-16
Responsorial Poalm Poafmo 147 1218 1415 1920
Decond Reading 1 Corinthians 10:16-17

Qllekuia Gohn 6: 51
Saopel Gohn 6:51-56
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“S @n She Brsad of Sife”

She Catholic Church is not a Building, nov an institution, nox a book of wles, not a
G, @Wlhsngth ] s o et e Cotfhee @arnelh 0 Bralt e Dozl o
Jamily: brothers and visters of Geono: sons and daughlers of God; a community, of fove.
Goey orlly, s, o Dl ol 0 el it Thtay oratlly, ool By ol B
w%m%m&%@WmMMmmmmP&mm%hmemmmm%MWQWT
S cvery celebration there are thuee elements: a past, a present, a fulure.

When we celebrate, se recall a_past event, (the day of binth, the 1edding dayy) and we
QWWWWMWWJMXMMWM, m—ongfbonwmamej}ad, (wa,
g00d the beot man's specch was, how Beawtiful the bride fooked, how it fell the fixot lime
QMM;WJMM, W@M@WM“WWM”, m/w/mm,ﬂ, “W/eW/iﬂgaa
MWMWMWWWMWW%M,W@MMW"
gnmeﬂ,oMmﬁm%mwaw,aW\lméaW.
called to mind and se made present in the here and now and the fulure is in the promise
Hon docs ol of this happen?

Ihe night before He died, at the last supper, Peous offered Fis death to His Father.
TCe cten shoned Tl dinciples the £ind of dealh Ho would suffer. Saking bread e
0aid " Shio is DNy Body which will be given up for you” and Laking the cup Fe 0aid
“Shin,ia My Blocd which will be ohed for ou”, He shorned them that FCo wouls die
through the chedding of Flis blood. But Mlass io nol just a memorial, ik is a
Real Presence.
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She bey Lo undewstanding the Real Presence io the Reswnnection, the risen body is a
new cveation, il io not fimited by lime and space. Fhe priest does nol make Chriot
present, nor call Fim down from Feaven, He io already present Lo the whole of

5nMWW@M@WWMW%%W,M%W@W

present with Mlary Maglalene in the garden that firal Gaster morning. aster Dayy i

Woe%m&ma{%@t’amoﬂmw M%@mmrmﬂc{%ﬂﬂ%
and the weality of Gaster.

ginq%, ghgwwaw%m&mﬂw, “mﬂmmwh%@fémawﬂ

live for ever, and § will raise him up at the last day” . We ofevate the chalice at DMlass,

MWWWMWW“WWWW”W“%WMW

When Gena in exile colebrate the Passorer they abvays tum and face Gemaalem, ending
dw,@WWWMWWM“MmeMM”,WMMWWM:LO

GQMWMMMWmWWW g[MWMO&@,W@WMW

Wﬂ%m%@@a&%m,mﬂawm%gmmalmww%m@%

gﬂbﬂ%ﬂm%ﬁm,%ww,mwm

UQSMWM/EWWMWM,WM ,Wwwwo;%awm wmam,ana

the promise of fulure Slowy ia given to us”
Past, Present, Future
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2 Sunday Wler Pentecost
Sl Poalm 17:19-20
Opiotle 1 Gobn 8: 18-18
Gl Poalbm 119: 1, 2
Soopel Suke 14: 1624

Yow're nwvited.,,
(Luke14: 16-24)

b@ Fr Awtlnov% M. Conlarls

The master of the feast made doubly sure that the guests received the
bavitations. He Lssued two invitations to each: the first was to tell each one
that he was bnvited; the second, on the day of the dinner, to anmnounce that all
was veady: "Come; for all is now ready. '

"Come!" The Gospel Ls not so much a command as an offer; not so much a
demand as a gift - an invitation to shave in the unbelievable joy of the
kingdom.

"Come!" God Ls expecting You! He s ready for the poor, the matmed, the blind,
the Lame. He is ready for those who have spent their Lives in the highways and
byways of Life. He nvites all: "Come; for all s now ready. "

As a shepherd seeks for the Lost sheep, as a woman gets down on her kinees to
Look for a Lost cotn, as a father waits for the Lost son to come howwe again, so
God Ls ever seeking, calling, tnviting.

"Come; for all Ls now ready. " Come You who seekR meaning for Life. Come You
who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Come You who falter under the
burden of stn and guilt. Come you who are anxious and fearful. Come You
who mourn. Come You who seek peace and fulfilment. Come, "the table is
richly laden. Fare ye royally ow it. The calf s a fatted one. Let no one go
away hungry... Enjoy Ye all the riches of his goodwness. Let no one mourn
that he hath fallen again and chain; for forgiveness hath visen from the
grave. Let no one fear death; for the death of our Saviour hath set us free. "
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There are many people who consider Christianity a type of tyrannical
religlon. To them it Is nothing but a series of commandments, you should do
this. You should not do that. But Christianity is not first and foremost a
'should" veliglon. It Ls flrst and foremost a "comne’ religlon. The great drawing
power of Christ s not in His "Thou shalt not" but b His "Comee to me. " Come
be filled with the Holy Spirit. Come be filled with the power of God's presence.
If we come to Him, thew we shall do certain things, not because we "shoulol" do
thewm, but because we delight in dolng them as an expression of our Love for
_Jesus.

Commenting on this word "Come" and on the words of Jesus "Come to me all
you who labour... " St. chrgsostom wrote these preclous words, "His bnvitation
Ls one of Rindness. His goodness Ls beyond description. 'Come to me all, ' not
only rulers but also their subjects, not only the rich, but also the poor, not
only the free but also the slaves, not only men but women, not only the
Young but also the old, not only those of sound body but also the maimed
and those with mutilated Linbs, all of You, He says, come! For such ave the
Master's gifts; He kinows no distinction of slave and free, nor of rich and
poor, but all such inequality is cast aside. 'Come, ' He says, 'all who Labour
and are burdened!!

"And see whom He calls! Those who have spent thelr strength bn breaking the
Law, those who are burdened with their sins, those who can wo longer Lift up
thelr heads, those who are filled with shame, those who can wo longer speak
out. And why does He call them? Not to demand an accounting, nor to hold
court. But why? To relleve them of thelr pain, to take away thelr heavy
burdens. "

When Jesus says, "Come, " He does not stand on the top rung of a long, high
Ladder tn heaven to signal us to start climbing. For He Himself has climbed
dowwn the Ladder to stand at our very elbows. He has come to us.

"For us people anal for our salvation (He) came down from heaven and was
Lnearnate by the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and became man'
(Nicene Creed). "She brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes and Latd Him L a manger. " He came, born in a stable. tHe
came anol died on the cross. He came to prepare the banquet of salvation for
us. And now - today - He sends His servants to extend us His tnvitation:
"Comne, for all s now ready.
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Far from belng accepted, this graclous tnvitation was vejectedl. "l have bought
a fleld ... [ have bought five Yokes of oxen... [ have married a wife... | cannot
come. Have me excused ... " This was the response. (s Lt not the same response
today? Our great tragedy Ls that we end wp accepting the wrong invitations
b Life. wWe miss the banguet, the abundant Life of Christ, and settle for the
lesser, and the fleeting. And Jesus still laments, 'O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem...How often would | have gathered your children together as a hen
gathers her brood wnder her wings, and You would not ' (Matt 22 27).

"Comme, for all s now Veadg. "BuUt You object, "l am not worthy to come. My
clothes are not suitable. [ wouldwn't Rinow how to act in the Master's palace.”
Nowne of this makes any difference. The lnvitation goes out to all. The good
news Ls that you do not have to be perfect to come. Come as You are - with all
Your stns and sorvows, weaknesses and failures, problems, and anxietles.
Cowme to the owtg owne who can forgive You and heal you. Come to the omLa
owne who can make you WOYJCI/IM.

"Come, for all Is now ready. " Coming to Jesus ks a way of Life. it begins with
boptism. it lnvolves datly commitment, repentance, obedience, worship,
prayer, Blble reading, and regular communion. It lnvolves a daily walk with

_Jesus. It involves not only "Come!" but also "Go!* "Go out nto the world and be
my disciples. Be servants. Be lights. Be salt.

Nowne of us will ever kiow the wonder of the brightly Lighted banguet hall, the
goodness of the food, and the joy of belng a part of this amazing fellowship
unless we Loy astole the excuses and dare to accept the tnvitation.

Come to Him now and be assured that on the Last day He will divect to You
the greatest "Come' of all; "Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the
ingdom prepaved for You from the foundation of the world."

Pra Y ey

Lovd, | am combng. No excuses. No alibis. | know [ am not worthy. Without
You, [ have Lived as if [ were blind and Lamee. [ come hungry and thirsty. |
cowne to be fed. Amen.
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Opening Our Churches
The following 'pilot Churches' in the Diocese will be opening for private prayer from Monday 15™
June, please consult the websites/newsletters/face-book pages of these parishes for further
information about times and days of opening

e St Aidan’s, Ashington
e St Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle
e St Patrick's, Consett
e St Mary's Sunderland
e St Joseph's Hartlepool

The opening of our churches is no easy task and our Priests have been given guidance notes on
how safe opening can begin to take place.

Canon Michael Brown is keen to be able to reopen his churches as soon as is practical and
safe to do so.

However, we need to ask ourselves:

e Isthere a need to open St Joseph’s for prayer? We were never open during the day except for Mass
before the coronavirus hit us!! We can only assess the need for the church to open for private
prayer if you let us know your needs, please contact one of the email addresses or telephone Canon
Michael to tell him of your needs.
e or do we wait to open church for the day when we can get back for socially distanced Mass?

Whichever it is we need to be prepared so Canon Michael needs to have the NAMES and
CONTACT details of anyone willing o VOLUNTEER to help PREPARE the Churches prior to
them opening.

There will also need to be USHERS throughout the time the church is open to ensure all
safety measures and regulations are adhered to by those attending for prayer.

If you would like to volunteer in any way, please email

shaunadevitt@tiscali.co.uk

giving your name, contact details, your availability (days, times etc), and what role you are
prepared to undertake. Please DO NOT bother Canon Michael with anything at this stage,
Shauna Devitt will be liaising with him as to the viability and subsequent times of opening the
churches safely through compiling a list of volunteers and cross referencing their availability
efc.

PLEASE NOTE:

NO-ONE OVER AGE 70 (no matter how fit and active you are) or WITH ANY

UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITIONS or if PREGNANT can volunteer - sorry, but
this is for your own safety and the Church has a '‘Duty of Care' to each and every one of
us.

It is hoped we will be able to return to Mass at the beginning of July, further information will
be shared as soon as it is available.
Your continued patience, support and understanding are very much appreciated, and we ask that
you continue to pray for the absolute best decisions to be made.
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An Act of Spiritual Communion
When we are unable to receive Holy Communion, it has long been the catholic tradition to make an
Act of Spiritual Communion.
St. Thomas Aquinas defined a Spiritual Communion as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most
Holy Sacrament and lovingly embrace Him as if we had actually received Him.”
One composed by St Alphonsus Ligouri in 1870 is: -

“My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. | love You above all things,
and | desire to receive You into my soul. Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. | embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.”

Act of Perfect Contrition

When we cannot get to confession the Catholic Church has made provision for our reconciliation
with the Father through an Act of Perfect Contrition, Cardinal Vincent Nichols recently spoke these
words, “What the Church teaches us, is that God in His mercy, forgives our sins when we are truly
sorry for them. And when we turn to Him and express our sorrow in an Act of Contrition, it's called
an Act of Perfect Contrition when its focus is on the mercy and the love of God rather than on the
burden of our guilt. So to make an act of Perfect Contrition, we simply need to turn to God and be,
as it were, overwhelmed by God's mercy, and then express in our own words or in the words of the

traditional Act of Contrition, the sorrow we feel for our offences against the goodness of God. When
we do that in all sincerity of heart, we may rest assured that God forgives our sins and that we come
away from that Act of Perfect Contrition freed from those sins And, as | say, the only thing we have
to remember is, when it is possible to make a Confession again, that we mention the grievous sins
which were forgiven by this Perfect Act of Contrition.”

Thank You

To all those who have continued to make donations to Our Churches throughout the
pandemic, a special thank you to the anonymous donor of £1,000 left at St Joseph's
this week. Your support and sacrifice are very much appreciated, without your
continued financial help our churches would not be able to survive.

If Anyone would like to continue with their weekly donations the details of how to do so
are below: -

To donate via bank transfer:

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle
Gateshead St Wilfrid's Gateshead St Joseph's
Sort Code 40-34-18 Sort Code 40-34-18
Account Number 01164120 Account Number 31164066
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Please use reference: - Weekly Income
OR
Donate using a cheque made out to either parish

'DHN St Joseph's Gateshead' or 'DHN St Wilfrid's Gateshead'

St Wilfrid's St Joseph's

Ford House Presbytery

Sunderland Road High West Street

Gateshead NE8 3QR Gateshead NE8 1LX
PLEASE REMEMBER

Our Parish Website and Facebook pages are updated regularly, and the Parish Newsletter is
available on our website each week. Please remember also that the diocesan website
www.rcdhn.org.uk and the Bishops’ Conference website www.cbcew.org.uk contain many useful
links that may be helpful to you at this time.

Keeping us updated with your contact information

During this time of social distancing and self-isolation, Canon Michael Brown has tried to

keep in touch with as many parishioners as he can to offer support and comfort. He has

been able to do this only with those parishioners for whom he holds up to date contact
details.

Please ensure your contact details are correct. Use parish email addresses or telephone to
update your information.

If you know of anyone from either Parish who cannot access this newsletter via the website and
would like to receive it by email, please ask them to give their email address to Canon Michael
Brown email michaelbrowné@btconnect.com or Shauna Devitt at shaunadevitt@tiscali.co.uk

Keeping in Touch

Do you know who your Catholic neighbours are? Do you know if there are other members of the
parish living in the same street, or on the same estate as you? As members of the same parish
community we have some things in common with one another, the main thing being our faith. As we
cannot meet one another at Mass or even socially with a cup of coffee or tea in the Church Hall, how
do we stay connected or in touch with one another as fellow parishioners when we are socially
distancing? Coming to Mass each Sunday, or even during the week was a great spiritual act on our
part, or part and parcel of living out our faith, but for many it was also a social event and enabled us
to meet others, and in some cases go off for a tea or coffee together afterwards! All that has
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disappeared because of Covid-19, and yet we are still members of the church, of a Faith family! Do
you have any ideas that could be used to keep us in touch with one another? The Parish cannot
share your contact details with anyone else ... unless you have given your permission to do so and
even then it’s usually for a very specific reason, e.g. parish ministries and volunteers lists, but would
you like to know who else from the parish lives in the same area, the same local estate as you? Some
people may be feeling quite isolated now and coming to church may have been their only contact
with other people throughout the week. What can we do to try to keep in touch with these? Our
current situation is going to last for some time, and it seems unlikely that as a church community we
will get back to the old normal. When we do eventually open our churches for Mass, the social
distancing rules are likely to still be imposed and that will make it difficult for us to socialise with
others as we once did. As a church, how can we use this situation to help other members of our
community, or even help ourselves? If you have any thoughts, please email. We cannot continue to
do nothing as a church and just wait and pray for the time when we get back to normal.

Diocesan News

Live Streaming of Masses

The following parishes have set up a live stream of Mass. Please visit the links for more details:
St. Mary's Cathedral, Newcastle
Cathedral's YouTube Channel. Each day at 12.00 noon (Sunday at 11.30am) Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and devotions live streamed at 5.00pm each day.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Sunderland
YouTube channel. You can also find details and information on their Facebook page.

Billingham, St. Thomas of Canterbury

Facebook page, Mass daily at 12.00 noon, Exposistion at 1.00pm and Benediction at 2.00pm.

Chester le Street, St. Cuthbert and Sacriston, St. Bede

A recording of daily Mass via their Facebook Page.
Darlington, St. Augustine's
Sunday Mass at 9.15am via their Facebook page.
St. Mary's, Hexham
Via their website or YouTube channel. Sunday Mass 10.00am, weekday Mass 6.00pm and Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament Sunday 4.00pm.
St. Paul's, Cramlington

Facebook Page.
Stockton Family Parish

Facebook Page.
Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea

Facebook Page, Mass daily at 9.30am.

Pope Video

The Pope Video is a monthly video with notes that highlights the Holy Father's monthly
intentions for prayer. During this month of May the intention is for Deacons. Follow this Link to
wateh and read. thepopevideo.org
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXhc6tLNxh0Z0tkaJQ1sB6g
https://www.facebook.com/OurLadyOfMercySunderland/
https://www.facebook.com/rcdhnbillingham/
https://www.facebook.com/Parish-of-St-Bede-St-Cuthbert-375047405964616/
https://www.facebook.com/staugustineschurchdarlington/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/www.stmaryshexham.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-RC-Church-Daily-Mass-101510661498182/
https://www.facebook.com/parishfamilystocktonRC/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1029651144058018/
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Reflection For Extraordinary Ministers

There is a Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion by Fr Adrian Dixon on
the Diocesan Website. We are fortunate at St Joseph's & St Wilfrid's in having several people
who have been trained and commissioned to undertake this role of service in our
communities.

Every year they are expected to undertake a time of reflection, usually a day organised by
the Diocese, and then to renew their commitment to this ministry. This usually takes place at
Mass on the Feast of Corpus Christi. As we are unable to attend Mass this year it is hoped
that they find Fr Adrian Dixon's short Reflection a helpful resource.

Community Support

Gateshead Council have a dedicated page on their website offering a network of support for
those who need help: -

https://www.qgateshead.qov.uk/article/15181/coronavirus-COVID-19-Community-support

Or phone 01914333000

Alcoholics Anonymous Call free on 08009177650 or email help@aamail.org

As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this time several qualified
counsellors and listeners have generously made themselves available to anyone who may be
troubled by the negative effect of the situation. These councillors and listeners can be
contacted through St Mary's Cathedral Listening Service on 01912326953

European Union Citizens All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required by the
government to apply through its Settlement Scheme to continue living, working, and accessing
services here. The deadline for applications is 30 June 2021. Details and links to the application
process can be found at: gov.uk/eusettledstatus. Please bring this to the attention of friends,
relatives and fellow parishioners who may need to apply. Assistance for those who may have
difficulty applying is available at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlementscheme. The Catholic Church in
England and Wales stands in solidarity with all European citizens who have made their homes
here. They are a valued part of our parishes, schools, and communities.

Diocesan Day of Scripture Online If you have access to the internet you are invited to join a Day of
Scripture, as part of the 2020 “Year of the Word” celebrations. It begins at 10am on 19th June and
ends with “Imaginative Contemplation” at 7pm. More information / full daily programme is on the
diocesan website.
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